IN THE TIME OF THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

In my service as spiritual father, I earnestly desire to ofter support and wise counsel in order to help us cope with the
stress that comes with living through this pandemic. In my Pastoral Letter Unleash the Gospel 1 cast what I wanted
to say into the form of “Guide Posts,” and that has seemed to helpful. So I've decided to use that format here.

1. No Time Is Without Its Grace
Christ’s death and rising is a grace that should shape every day of a Christian’s life and above all in these days. In
this time of trial we are called to seize the grace of showing ourselves, by the power of the Spirit of Christ, to be,
like Christ, filled with faith in God’s care for us.

2. This Is The Lent God Our Father Wants Us to Have
This second Guide Post is a sort of corollary to n. 1. God in Christ is the Lord of history. He’s in charge. His
providential plan for our salvation and happiness cannot be defeated. If he has permitted us to have to be for a
while without our public celebration of the Holy Eucharist and our usual Lenten devotions, his Spirit offers us
other means to prepare ourselves for Holy Week and the Paschal Triduum

3. It's Still About Unleashing The Gospel
Right now all of us, especially us pastors and our co-workers, are focused on responding to the Corona
pandemic. Yes, but that doesn’t mean that “unleashing the Gospel” has been abandoned. Quite the contrary.
We still must be about evangelization. That’s always our mission. This is a providential time for us to witness
to our sure confidence in Jesus as Lord of history, to manifest to the world that we face this challenge with
unshakeable trust that the Lord will sustain us.

4. Now Is The Hour Of The Domestic Church
At Synod 16 the Holy Spirit said clearly that the Christian family, as the “Domestic Church,” has to be at the
center of the New Evangelization. In these days when our large public gatherings for prayer and catechesis are
suspended, the Domestic Church is all the more clearly “ground zero” for our response. Now it falls squarely
on families to make their homes places to hear the Word of God, and to offer him praise, especially in acts of
Spiritual Communion and entrustment to the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

5. Holiness Works With Science
We must resist any idea that there’s some sort of divorce between our cooperating with public health officials
to mitigate the spread of the virus and our complete trust in God’s power to protect us. This Guide Post is
a variation on the axiom that “Nature builds on Grace.” Our whole-hearted cooperation with the civil
authorities involve act of Christian virtue: acts of justice in doing our part to protect the common good,
acts of charity because our motive is love for God and neighbor.

6. We're Called To Accompany Our Neighbors
I’ve “cribbed” this “Guide Post” and the one that follows the pastoral wisdom of Pope Francis. Each of us,
especially in our families, faces fears about what the future holds for us as the spread of the virus unfolds. But
we’re not alone in this. Some of us will become seriously ill, and undoubtedly there will be fatalities — along
with all the sufferings that follow for those with loved ones who become ill. Many of us face the prospect of
economic troubles, the loss of jobs, the collapse of businesses, with all the trials these misfortunes entail. In
this time of troubles we must support one another, not only with sympathy but with ready acts of practical
kindness, that is, works of mercy.



