Unleash the Gospel
First of Series

"Families of Parishes"
In the coming weeks I will share with you information on – Families of Parishes. Here
are some frequently asked questions.
What is a Family of Parishes?
Synod 16 called for a complete renewal of structures of our parishes to make them
radically mission-oriented. Our goal is to make our parishes places where individuals and
families can encounter Jesus anew, grow as disciples, and be equipped to be witnesses to
the Risen Christ.
The current health and economic crises have accelerated the process of renewing
the way our parishes are organized and structured. It is clear we need a new model for
continuing on mission.

Over the next two years, all parishes of the Archdiocese of Detroit will join other
parishes in new groupings called “Families of Parishes.” Families of Parishes are groups of
parishes, generally three to six, sharing resources to advance the mission. This new model
will allow the priests, deacons, and lay staff associated with each parish to better share their
gifts and talents with the whole Family of Parishes.
While the move to Families of Parishes has been deemed necessary and appropriate
by Archbishop Vigneron, the specifics about how best to achieve this directive have not
been decided. A proposal has been drafted based on an initial assessment of our own
circumstances, combined with what has been learned from other dioceses who have made
similar structural changes. A phase of discernment and planning will take place from
Pentecost through Advent of 2020, involving members of the presbyterate and laity
committed to developing structures that serve our needs and advance our mission.
This is a significant change of the way our parishes are currently structured, but a
necessary step in our missionary transformation. Just like the early Church and the
missionary activity of the early apostles, the transition to this new structure will require
docility to the Holy Spirit, a spirit of collaboration and innovation, and confidence in God
who continues to lead us in our mission to unleash the Gospel in southeast Michigan.

When will the Families of Parishes be announced? What is the timing for Families to be
formally put in place?
The finalized list will be published in Advent of 2020. We anticipate a few changes
to the grouping may be made after the list is published, as we begin the process and make
any necessary adjustments.
We anticipate that there will be two waves of
Families of Parishes. The
first wave will begin
preparation in January of 2021 and will launch in July of 2021.
The second wave will begin preparation in January of 2022 and will launch in July of
2022. These waves will be announced at Advent of 2020. This timeline was designed to
effectively address our needs while allowing for over a year of collaborative discernment
before our first Families of Parishes officially come together.
More to follow…

